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most of the hours of daylight, which were now at their longest,
and to effect as early a start as possible, so that in case of accident
or delay we should have plenty of time in hand before dark.
We therefore, long before such became fashionable, passed a
summer-time bill of a most extended character, the clock being
put five hours forward.. Breakfast was really at 3 a.m., and we
were under way an hour later, when it was broad daylight; but
as the hours were called eight and nine everyone felt quite com-
fortable and as usual, it was a great success. The difficulty lay
in retiring proportionately early. Stevenson's words continually
rose to mii?d: " In summer quite the other way—I have to go
to bed by day/1 The greatest drawback was the loss of sunset -
effects; we should, theoretically, have had the sunrise instead,
but the mornings were often grey and misty, and it did not clear
till later in the day.
One of the charms of the channels, is the smoothness of
the water: we were able to carry our cutter in the davits as
well as the dinghy. It also suited the motor, which proved of the
greatest use, entirely redeeming its character-, there is no doubt
however, that to become accustomed to sailing is to be spoilt
for any other method of progression. The photographers accom-
plished something, but the scenery scarcely lends itself to the
camera and the light was seldom good. The water-colour scribbles
with which I occupied myself serve their purpose as a personal
diary.
We speculated from time to time whether these parts will
ultimately turn into the " playground of South America/' when
that continent becomes densely populated after the manner of
Europe, and amused ourselves by selecting sites for fashionable
hotels: golf-courses no mortal power will ever make. On the
whole the probability seems the other way, for the climate is
against it; it is too near to the Antarctic to be warm even under
the most favourable conditions, and the .Andes will always
intercept the rain-clouds of the Pacific. One of the survey-ships
chronicled an average of eleven hours of rain in the twenty-four,
all through the summer months. We ourselves were fortunate
both in the time of year and in the weather. It resembled in our
experience a cold and wet October at home; but there were
few days, I cannot recall more than two, when we lost the greater
part of the view through fog and rain. On the rare occasions

